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The Riverside site lies at the historical heart of Ayr.  

The town was established at the fording point of the River 
Ayr with the 16th century Auld Brig being the original 
lowest bridging point. The construction of the New 
Bridge early in the 19th century effectively “bookends” 
the riverside block.   Originally given over to commercial 
use with private wharfs and warehouses lining the river 
frontage, the site had only limited connection to the High 
Street through its vennels.

There is now the opportunity to re-imagine this prime 
historic site 

MAP OF 1818 

TOWN CONNECTIONS

THE HISTORICAL HEART 
OF THE TOWN

1 Town centre location plan
2 John Wood plan of Ayr 1818
3 ‘The New and Auld Brigs, Henry Duguid 
4 Photogrpah new Bridge 1906 - Carnegie Library
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DO WE NEED TO SCREEN THE PROPERTIES ON EITHER END? HOW SHOULD IT BE DONE?

VIEW FROM THE AULD BRIG - A NEW RIVERSIDE SPACE OPENED UP
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FESTIVALS - christmas lights, fireworks, riverside celebrations

ARTS AND CULTURE - music, sculpture, museum

RETAIL - markets, pop up shops, street food
A DIFFERENT TYPE OF TOWN CENTRE
Town centres can no longer rely on retail and shopping 
to maintain their attraction. The opportunity to offer a new 
unique series of events can help make Ayr town centre a 
place worth visiting. The strategy of bringing retail, leisure, 
arts and culture together in the town centre alongside regular 
events is aimed at reviving the footfall in the High Street. 

How should this be developed and what 
activities do Ayr residents consider will 
help deliver this vision?

A NEW RIVERSIDE

WHAT SHOULD IT 
BE USED FOR?

A NEW FLEXIBLE SPACE
A new space on Ayr riverside offers the opportunity for 
new events and activities in the town centre. The poten-
tial this offers is significant and could bring a new range 
of visitors into the town centre.  The key aims are to 
have a flexible open space capable of hosting different 
types of events. 

These can be one off special events-  festivals and cel-
ebrations; regular pop up events- markets, food and 
crafts alongside long term arts and cultural installations.

This would provide a space where local residents, peo-
ple from outside Ayr and visitors can come together to 
enjoy new town centre atttractions. 
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ST ANDREWS SQUARE , 
EDINBURGH

EATING FESTIVAL OF LIGHT LANDSCAPE AND ART WINTER FAYRE

RICHMOND-UPON- THAMES

MULTI PURPOSE PUBLIC SPACE.

The idea of an attractive garden square which allows a 
range of activities is a well tested approach to design 
of public space. Two examples are shown which make 
best use of the potential these spaces offer. 

RICHMOND-UPON-THAMES  
has an open landscaped garden space opening down 
to the river.  On a normal day this provides an attractive 
landscape space for residents with areas to sit and 
enjoy the open views to the river.  This does however 
transform with events such as music and river festivals 
held across the year. Pop up stalls selling food and crafts 
add to the activity on the riverside. 

images 1, 2, 5 © Shutterstock.com
image 3  -  ©Ian Paterson-geograph.or.uk/884623
images 4 and 7 -  ©MJ Richardson -geopgraph.org.uk/3426774 , 4265634
image 6  ©KEnnethAllen  -geopgraph.org.uk/3570905

NIGHTIME LIGHTING MUSIC FESTIVALS RIVER ACTIVITIES

ST. ANDREWS SQUARE, EDINBURGH 
is a more formal space which has recently been transformed into 
a multi- purpose space by the provision of careful landscaping 
and support infrastructure.  Again it provides a well considered 
garden space for daily use.  At key times this use is intensified 
with new activities being hosted. This has housed Christmas 
festivals, art exhibitions, light displays, music events- all in a 
Georgian garden square.
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NEW HIGH STREET GATEWAY

GATEWAY TO 
HIGH STREET

A NEW VIEW

A NEW CONNECTION 
TO THE RIVER

VIEW FROM AULD BRIG

A TRANSFORMED HIGH STREET

THE RIVERSIDE OPENED UP?

KEY CONCEPTS




